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Remembering the sacrifices of the Wereth 11
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Who were the Wereth 11
African American Soldiers?

PVT Curtis
Adams of South

Carolina

Corporal Mager
Bradley of
Mississippi

PFC George
Davis Jr. of
Alabama

SSG Thomas
Forte of
Mississippi

Tech Corporal PFC James
Robert Green ogeed Letherwood of
Georgia Mississippi

PVT Nathaniel
Moss of Texas

Tech SGT
William Pritchett
of Alabama

PFC George
Motten of Texas

Tech SGT Jame
Stewart of West
Virginia

PFC Due Turne
of Arkansas
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A The "Wereth 11" were 11 AfricaAmerican soldiers
of the 333rd Field Artillery Battalion who were
massacred by German SS forces during the Battle of
the Bulge in World War .

A This is a chapter of history that has been overlooked
and underappreciated: the story of 11 African
Americans who served their country with valor and
dignity during World War Il. Theirs is a narrative of
courage and sacrifice, one that deserves to be honored
and remembered. A world engulfed in the flames of
war, these individuals answered the call to duty,
despite facing discrimination and segregation at home.
In many ways, the story of the Wereth 11 is one of the
strength and belief in a higher calling.

A These soldiers represent the very best of the United
States. Like thousands of other American soldiers
who came to Europe to defend freedom and liberty
against oppression, they fought for the principles that

. . America stood for then, as it does now. They were
333d FIEld Al’tl | |el’y from Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina,
. . Texas and West Virginia, and all came to Europe and
Battallon (U N |t€d StatES) to Belgium in service to their country and in defiant
opposition to an oppressive regime. They were
patriots. They were members of what has been called
our greatest generation. Citizens in Wereth also
demonstrated strength and belief in a higher caller.
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333rd Field Artillery Battalion (United States)

A The 333rd Field Artillery Battalion had gained a reputation as a reliable,
accurate, and deadly unit. They were the first African American combat
unit to face off with the Germans in battle, starting on the beaches of
Normandy. Their reputation grew to the point that many infantry units
wanted the 333rd backing them. The 333rd Field Artillery Battalion was
located only 11 miles behind what was to be the front line of the initial
assault wave of the Battle of the Bulge. The battalion was situated on
the east side of the Our River at the small village of Schoenberg,
Germany in support of the 106th Infantry Division.

A The 106th Infantry Division lacked experience, and quickly crumbled
under the German attack, leaving the 333rd without infantry cover.
Those not killed were forced to surrenddost of the 333rd were
captured in the early hours of the Battle of the Buld@wever, eleven
men of different Batteries who were caught on the east side of the river
went overland in a northwest direction in the hopes of reaching
American lines.
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A Knock At The Door

A The morning of December 17, 1944, the soldiers were cold and
hungry and exhausted after walking crossintry through the
deep snow. At about 3 pm, they approached the first house in
the ninehouse hamlet of Wereth, Belgium, owned by Mathias
Langer. The desperate men final sought shelter in Wereth, They
knocked on the door of a family named Langer and were
welcomed with warmth and food. They were able to avoid
capture and escape into the forest. Seeking cover while carrying
only two rifles between them and traversing through deep
snow, the 11 men were welcomed into the home of Mathias and
Maria Langer.

A The Langers resided in the little hamlet of Wereth with their six
children The Langers fed and cared for the tired Gls for only an
hour before SS soldiers arrivecd
alerted to the presence of the American Gls from a3®onan
neighbor. The family welcomed them and gave them food.

A The Langer family made a choice. They knew the risk but when
these eleven men knocked on their door, they welcomed in and
provided shelter. when asked why, the answer was short: It was
the right thing to do. They were given food and shelter by
Mathias Langer and family.
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The Langer family s -

An open door in the sign of mercy {

A Mathias and Maria Langer resided in the little
hamlet of Wereth with their 11 children.

A The Langers offered them cups of hot coffee and
bread. For a moment, they felt safe. But that
night would turn out to be their last.

A The Wereth 11 Massacre, involving 11 black Gls
from the segregated 333rd Field Artillery .
Battalion was a story that might never have been &
told except for the efforts of Hermann Langers,
whose family provided temporary shelter to the
11 Gils.
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The Table

AThis is the original
table where the soldiers
sat and ate their last
meal. The table is over
20 years old and still
stands in the original
Langer home.
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A About 4PM, a fowman German patrol of thé!8S Division,
belonging to Kampfgruppe Knitttel arrived in Wereth in their
Schwimwagen vehicle. It is believed a Nazi sympathizer informed the
SS that there were Americans at the Langer house. When the SS troops

I h e I\/I aSS aC re approached the house the eleven Americans surrender quickly, without
resistance.

A The Americans were made to sit on the road, in the cold, until dark. The
Germans then marched them down the road. Gunfire was heard in the
night. In the morning, villagers saw the bodies of the men in a ditch at
the corner of a cow pasture.

A Because they were afraid that the Germans might return, they did not
touch the dead soldiers. The snow covered the bodies, and they
remained entombed in the snow until January villagers directed
members of the 99Div | & R platoon to the site.

A Twelveyearold was on his way home from church, and he
immediately recognized the eleven soldiers, he had served foed and
drinks'on 17 December. He never forgot that picture, just as the

sent enc ol an Americash ¥Truc/sms e mai
fh.e whi tpe Dodi e st f¥ghsil O |l eaving th
SNOW.

A The bodies had been frozen and unmolested since the massacre. The
official report brutalized, with broken legs, bayonet wounds to the
head, and fingers cut off. It was apparent thatroae was killed as he
tried to bandage a comradeds wounds



AAn I nvestigation was i mmedi at
classification. Testimonies were taken of th& 88 men,
the Army photographer, the Langers and the woman who
had been present when the soldiers arrived.

A She told the SS the Americans had left. The case was then
forwarded to a War Crimes Investigation unit. However, the
investigation showed that no positive identification of the
murderers could be found (i.e., no unit patches, vehicle
numbers, etc) only that they were from tHeSE Panzer
Division . By 1948 the fNnsecr e
and the paperwork filed away. The murders of the Wereth

A fte r th e 11 was seemingly forgotten and unavenged.
A

Seven of the men were buried in the American Cemetery at

HenriChapelle, Belgium, and the other four were returned
I\/I aSS aC re to their families for burial after war ended. The Wereth 11
remained unknown, it seemed, to all but their families until
1994,
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The Fiftieth Anniversary
of their deaths

A Herman Langer, the son of Mathias Langer, who had given the men
food and shelter, erected a small cross, with the names of the dead, in
the corner of the pasture where they were murdered , as a private
gesttrj]re from the Lange family on the fiftieth anniversary of their

eaths.

A But the memorial and the tiny hamlet of Wereth remained basically
obscure. In a tiny hamlet with no school or shops, there were no signs
on the roadways to indicate the memorial, and it was not listed in any
guides or maps to the Battle of the Bulge battlefield.

A A stone memorial with the names of the "Wereth 11" and two plaques
on stones on both sides of the monument explaining the event in
English, French, German and Dutch.

A The plague reads On 12/17/1944 11 U.S. soldiers were shot by the SS
.The plague on the rock reads in four languages: n 17 Dec 1944 11
African American Soldiers of the 333rd FAB were captured and
massacred here by the SS. This site is dedicated to all black soldiers of
WWII. 23-05-2004.

A In 2001, three Belgium citizens embarked on the task of creating a
fitting memorial to these men and additionally to honor all Black Gls
of World War Il. With the help of an American physician in Mobile,
Alabama, whose father fought and was captured in the Battle of the
Bulge, a grassroots publicity and furadsing endeavor was begun.
The land was purchased, and a fitting memorial was created.

A The US Wereth Memorial is still maintained by the Langer family,
with the goal of bringing visibility to the ultimate sacrifice the Wereth
11 made while in service to their country. The site is dedicated not only
to the Wereth 11, but to all black soldiers of World War II.
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The Memorial

A There are now road signs indicating the location of the
memorial, and the Belgium Tourist Bureau lists it in the 60th
Anniversary nBattle of the Bul
of the memorial was held in 2004 in an impressive military
ceremony.

A Further research on the men and their unit continues. Two
families of the murdered men have been located, as well as
three U.S. gravesites.

A Itis believed that this is the only memorial to Black G.l.s, and
their units, of World War Il in Europe. Their ongoing efforts
are to Iimprove the memorial si
presence and encourage black/segregated units of WW Il to
place unit plaques at the site. The sincere hope is to make the
memorial a focus of these units' participation, and of American
sacrifice during WW 1.

AThe goal is to make the Wereth
Avisibled to all Americans and
others, paid the ultimate price for our freedom

/4
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NABMW President Dr. Annette Tucker Osborne
Colonel (Retired) to speak at the 81st U.S. Memoirial
Wereth, Belgium Ceremony
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| think | can make it up this hill
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A I finally reached the home of Mathias and Maria
Langer where the soldiers knocked on the door.

A The Langer family home in Wereth, Belgium is
historically very old, with key interior features such
as a table where the soldiers ate dating back over
200 years, indicating the house is likely at least two
centuries old or older. While the precise
construction date or exact age of the Langer home
is not documented in available sources, it was a
small farmhouse in a tiny hamlet that had been part
of Germany before WWI and annexed to Belgium
afterward. This home was modest but functional,
welcoming the trapped soldiers in a harsh winter
environment.

A The Langer home gained historical significance
during World War Il when it provided shelter to the
eleven AfricarAmerican soldiers from the
segregated 333rd Field Artillery Battalion during
the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944. The
soldiers were given food and refuge there shortly
before being tragically captured and murdered by
German SS troops.

A Standing on the steps of this historic house was
emotional for me. | saw through the window the
table where our soldiers had their last meal.




March from house to the
memorial. 333rd Field Artillery
Battalion flag (red) 3:38 AM

Scottish Bagpipes 3:29 AM

Preparing to march with embassy staff Brian and French Resistance

The Walk to the Memorial Ceremony
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e U.S. Memorial Wereth

DEDICATED TO THE WERETH 11
2

Dedicated to the Wereth 11 &
All African American Soldiers
Annual Memorial
Dedication Ceremony
MAY 17,2025

MAY 17,2025 - 11 AM
WERETH, BELGIUM
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U.S. Memorial Wereth
Dedicated to the Wereth
11

Annual Memorial

Dedication SERST
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Invocation

Given By
Chaplain Thomas Ladron D.
CAPT USAF USAFE 86 AW/86
AW/HC
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REINEIGS
Given By
Telside Manson
Counselor for Public
Diplomacy US
Embassy, Brussels
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Remarks
Given BY
Charles Hancock, Historian
Buffalo Soldier
Wearing Calvary Uniform

Presented by Dr. Annette Tucker Osborne COL (R) NABMW President



apIsald A

Remarks

Given by

Dr. Anette Tucker Osborne COL (Ret)

President, National Association of Black Military Women




BSTI Students Paoline Jakota & Eric Franzen:
Honoring Wereth 15oldierWilliamE Pritchett
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National Anthem
sung by Lonnie
Dixon
Vogelweh
Gospel Service
Choir, Ramstein
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TAPS

A Firing Party52nd Fighter Wing
Honor Guard, Spangdahlem Air
Base , Germany, led by TSG
Bradey Baker & SSGTendenilla
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