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| NATIONAL _ASSOCIATION OF BLACK

NABMW Mission Statement

To seek out, record, maintain and tell the history and heritage of African American Military Women
who served and are serving in the United States Armed Forces.

Our Motto
ATo Tell Her Storyo

Www.nabmw.org

Message from the President

As we step into a new year, | am filled with pride and gratitude for the extraordinary women who make
up the National Association of Black Military Women. Our legacy is built on courage, resilience, and
unwavering commitment to serviteand it is sustainely the powerful bonds of sisterhood that unite us
across generations. In every chapter, every story, and every salute, we see the strength of women who
have served with honor and continue to uplift one another with grace and purpose.

Next year (2026holds special meaning as we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of NABsIWilestone

that honorsour rich history and the trailblazers who paved the way. Let us deepen our connections,

celebrateour shared legacy, and embrace the future with bold hearts. Sisterhood is more than

camaraderi@ it is a call to action, a promise to stand together, and a reminder that we are never alone in
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our journey. As your National President, | invite each of you to lean into this spirit, share your voice, and
help shape the legacy we leave for those who follow. Together, we rise.

Dr. Annette Tucker Osborne, COL (RRet

20252026 NABMW Executive Board National Instllation Ceremony2024
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The Instllation Ceremony of the National Officers was held Saturday January 11, 2025, 150@pm

at 10180 Eagle Creek Blvd, Orlandd,.B2832.Introduction of Master of Ceremony Orlando Chapter
Associate Member David DanieMlaster of Ceremony Fred Robinson, USMC SGT (R) Orange County
Mayor 6s Veterans Advisory Counci l Chair, Rev.
invocation. Posting of Colors performed by American Legion Post 331. National Anthem performed by
Carole Davis, President National Gmil of Negro Women Central Florig&uest Speaker the Honorable
Valdez V. Demings, Former U.S. Representative-(D). Northeast Regional Director MAJ (R) Louise
Nixon served as the Presenter and the Honorable Valdez V. Demings served as the Installer.

Fred Robinson presented the National President with Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Demings
Proclamation proclaiming Saturday January 11, 202%REATER NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF BLACK MILITARY YOMENOGS DA
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David Danieldntroduction of Master of Ceremony Invocation
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BLACK MILiTARY

Fred Robinson, USMC SGT (R) Rev. Dr. Anne LSuggs
Keynote Speaker Val Demings
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Posting of ColordAmerican Legion Post 331 National Antthem Carole Davis Former U.S. Representative-ff).)

Presenter MAJ(Ret) Louis Nixon and Installer Val Demings
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Instillation of Officers 20252026

PresidentDr. Annete Tucker Osbrne, VP of Operations, Irma Cooper, VP of Military Afiairs
Stanlee Richards, Secertary Judith ot reasurer Melissa des Assistant Tresaurer Debra Gomes,
Historian Ida Goodwine, AssistaHistorian Cheryl Adam#lexander, AssistarttlistorianChristine
Lewis, Public Relations Lynkeisha Dixon

Appointed Members: Rev. Dr. Annie L. Suggs, Chaplain, Louise Nixon, NE Region Director, Stacey
Dawson, Assistant Membership
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I NABMW Brooklyn New York Chapter Inst illation Ceremony I
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The Instllation Ceremony of the Brooklyn Chapter was held Saturday February 8, 2023,:00p0n at

the historic Comus Club located 244 Decatur Street, Brooklyn, New York 11233. National Secretary
Judith L. Cotten SSG (R)served as the Mistress of Ceremony, Blossom Ferguson LTC (R) gave the
invocation, National Anthem was sung by Tanya Wildttomas, Guest Speaker NYC Division of
Veterans Services Commissioner James Hendon, Northeast Regional Director Louise Nixon MAJ(R)
served as the Presenter, President Dmeite Tucker Osborne COL (R) served as the Installer for the
ceremony.

The Instllation of Brooklyn Chapter Officers: Dr. Annie L. Suggs CSM (R), President, Melissa Jones
SGM (R), Vice President, Ashley CarterlLT, Secretary, Angela Roberts MSG (R) Treasurer, Deborah
Hunter Smith SSG (R) Assistant Treasurer, Hope Harrell SFC (R), Membership Chair, Melissa Del Valle
PFC, Assistant Membership Chair, Bernadette Klaiber PFC, PublididtalaOfficer/Community
Outreach, Maureen A.Weideng MSG (R), Scholarship Committee Chair, Michelle Wilson SGT (R),
Social Media Officer, Trinett®embert SSG (R), Social Media Officer. Members of the NYC Chapter,
family, friends, and online members showed their support.

L -
gun@nizi: g
L HEREEBE!
BRESAE. o

Page |6



Page |7



e
)
o
@
o



I ORLANDO VA WOMENG6S TEA PARTY I

Orlando VA Healthcare System Hosts Annual
Women Veterans Tea Party
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By April Harrison

OnJanuary 31, 2025, The Lake Nona VA Medical Ce
day to celebrate women veterans. The event was inspiring, engaging, eryotbbaajed,

encouraging, entertaining, informative, and most importantly heartwarming to be in a room with

women who understand the true meaning of serving our country and NOW, to live beyond the uniform
and prioritize our health and wellbeing. It was exfaitang to laugh and participate in activities with

Paulette JulienChaplain, Orange County Mayoidisory Council, (OVAC)Dr. Annette Tucker

Osborne, NABMW President, Daila Espaaines, Orlando Chapter Member, Aptarrison Orlando

Chapter Interim Rasident, and Miss Veteran USA, and every beautiful soul in attendance.
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The Jacqueline Smith Foundation presented its Volunteer Veteran Awards on Saturday, February 8,
2025, at the annual ADancing with the Vetso gal

Doubl e Tree Hotel, in San BayGaaeveatrecofnizes afddlserngs a n n
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to educate veterans onaaable community resources. National Association otBIilitary Women
(NABMW) South Central Regional Director Bettie Vaughan received the Veteran Volunteer Award.

The National Association of Black Military Women (NABMW) Brooklyn Chapter collaborated with

the Brooklyn Alumnae Chapter of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. to host a screening and panel

di scussion of the film AThek SEGM(R)IMelissaloees&d ght 0 i
SGT(R) Michelle Wilson sat on a panel along with DST membera&apresentative from The

Honorable Hakeem Jefferies office. The event celebrated the legacy of the 6888th Central Postal
Directory Battalion, the allemale unitto serve overseas during World War II. The event also featured

the Godson of a 6888th member and the granddaughter of another member. The partnership proved to
be a successful inspiring partnership.
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“ BROOKLYN

Brooklyn Chapter
National Association of
Black Military Women
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Women on the Move celebrates trailblazers who have served to make a difference in their communities.

ME

2025
HONOREE

Dr. Annette
Tucker Osborne,
Col. (retired)

[
National President
National Association of
Black Military Women

Saturday, March 1, 2025 | W Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes

Onyx Magazine held its 10th Annual Onyx Magazine Women on the Move on March 1, 2025,
celebrating i mpact fiiMdvingaFordard Togethed\WWomeniedutating anche n o
inspiring generations. This event celebrates trailblazers who positively impact their communities and
professions. Each year, the magazine selects women who are esteemed in the highastregard.
proudly recognize their accomplishments. National President Dr. Annette Tucker Osborne was one of
the recipients of that award. The awardcheon was held on March 1, 2025, 12:00 noon at the JW.
Marriott Orlando Grande Lakes, 4040 Central Florida Pkwy, Orlando, Florida.
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Womends History Month

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK MILITARY WOMEN (NABMW)- ORLANDO CHAPTER
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH ~ “MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER™

4
S g‘ SUNDAY, 2 MARCH 2025

1:00PM - 3:00PM

ADVISORY COUNCIL CHAPL \l\
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EDWARDS, US ARMY, RET.

By April Harrison

Cer

The National Association of Black Military Women (NABMW) Orlando Chapter held its first annual

Wo menos
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Orlando, Fla. Event Coordinator and Mistress of Ceremony Daila E3pras, 1SG US Army

(Retired), Invocation performed by George McZeal 1SG, US Army (Retired) Orlando Chapter
Chaplain Opening remarks & introduction of. Guest speaker, April Harrison, Senior Chief/Command
Senior Enlisted Leader, US Navy (Retired). Guest speaker Paulette Julien, YN2, US Navy (Veteran),
Chaplain, OranggCount y Mayor 0 s,gave apeechthatwyas ieosanal, dheattfelt,
encouraging, and allowed God to use her apelieryone in the building could listen with
understandinglt was absolutely inspiring and empowering.

Special Presentatidoy Paula Edwards, Colonel, US Army (Retiré&¢htional Association of Buffalo
Soldiers and Troopers Motorcycle Club Orlando Chap8reperformed an incredible rendition of the
life of Cathay Williams (Buffalo Soldier). Many thanks to the dignitar&sgctrunnmews channel,

family, friends, and all our guests. And a huge thank you to the Event Coordinators and Mistress of
Ceremony Daila Espeudbnes and Marsha LeBeau Tim. This event came together flawlessly because
of your dedication ashcommitment. Our National President Dr. Annette Tucker Osborne shared some

great insights, upcoming event s, member ship opp
As the interim president, I am proud and honor €
Forward Together and Educating & Inspiring Gene

Foundation Central Florida Chapter & Mission BBQ for providilegjcious meals.
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Celebrating Trailblazers of Change!

The National Counci l of Negro Women Staten | sl a
held on Fridg, March 21, 2025. The event, held at the St. George Ehea8taten Islsndelebrated
pioneers in African American history in honor o

highlightedthe stories of the influential African American figures, with a special focus on the 6888th
Central Postal Directory Battalion, an-black, allfemale military unit deployed overseas during
World War I1.

The National Council of Negro Women Staten Island Section is committed to uplifting African
American women through education, advocacy, and community engagement. With a strong legacy of
leadership. NCNWSI continues to empower future generations.

The evening kicked off with a powerful panel discussion featuring several influential community
leaders who will reflect on the contributions of African American pioneers, both locally and nationally

Panelists includs

Louise Nixon Northeast Regional Director of the National Association of Black Military Women.
Tanisha Franks NYC Department of Education, advocate for educational equity, Councilwoman Debi
Rose (Ret) Former NYC Councilwoman and champion for sociatiggsand community activism,

NYPD First Deputy Commissioner Tania Kinselldhe highestanking Black woman in the NYPD
breaking barriers in leadership.
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Foll owing the discussion, attendees were treate
Tyler Perry a poignant film that brings the heroic story of these trailblazing women to life detailing
their struggle against racism, sexism, and advendiile serving their country

4

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

INAUGURAL FLORIDA STATE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
COMMERATION DAY

A Celebration of American WWII Heroes!

The Florida chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen celebrated their inaugural Florida Commemoration Day on
March 27, 2025, at the Westgate Lakes Resort and Spa on Turkey Lake Road in Orlando. The public
event was hosted by the Central Florida Chapter Tuskegee’ims. and featured keynote speaker

Doug Melville, grandson of Tuskegee Commander Benjamin O. Davemdguest of honor Daniel

Keel, one of the last remaining Florida Tuskegee Airmen, Mistress of Ceygg@inPaschaiBrown.

Ms. Brown is a seasonedporter at WESH 2 News in Orlando, Florida

Flnt Annual State Of Florida
Tusk: Airmen Col mmcmorallon Day
MA cn 27th, 2025 7PM to
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NABMW SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL Bl -ANNUAL CONFERENCE I

Words of refection by Veteran Dr. Jacqueline Pierre 2&ar Navy Veteran

| recently attended my very first National Association of Black Military Women (NABMW)
conference, and I 6m still reflecting on the pow
the inspiring stories that unfolded over the course of this uritaige event. As a new member, | felt

not only welcomed but deeply moved by the sense of unity and purpose among the. Phenomenal

women in attendance.

The 2025 South CentralBin n u a | NABMW Conference, themed AUNI
took place aboard the Carnival Dream and was a tremendous success The energy was palpable as we
gathered to celebrate our legacy, share our experiences, andnnvestutures together

We were graced with the presence and wisdom of national and regional leaders, in2tudingette
Tucker Osborne, COL (Ret), our National P residenEOL (Ret) Irma Hagans Cooper, Vice
Presidety OperationsJudith Cotten, National Secretary aridettie Vaughan South Central Regional
Director. Their words were more than inspiring

Vernita Sneed,South Central Region Asst. Director, delivered an excellent session on financial
management. She guided us through building generational wésiilbe Maupin opened our eyes to
the world of grantdow to find them, apply, and make them work fot.akeshia Howard, San
Antonio Vice President reminded us of the importance od sedire. She encouraged us to take200
minutes every single day just for ourselves and introduced us to the cakmi@dpreathing technique,
whi ch | 06v e taihcorpormatd nto rmyadagily routinudith Cotten, our National Secretary,
offered guidance omdexed Universal Life (IUL) policies and how they can play a strategic role in
long-term financial planning.

We were also encouraged to expand our knowledge of the rich history of Black women in the military.
Two highly recommended reads were:

AOne Womandés Army: A Bl ack CharityiAdaens Ealyye me mber s t h
ASi sters in Arms: A Novel of the Daring Bl ack V
Kaia Alderson.

The conference closed on a beautiful note, with Chaplain Bridgette Lightbourne from San Antonio
offering words of spiritual reflection and heartfelt performance of a song by CeCe Winans, which left
many of us in tears and filled with hope. As | reflectluis experience, | am beyond grateful to be a
part of NABMW, | left the conference not only more informed, but also more conrietbany

history, to my purpose, and to my incredible sisterarms. | lookforward to what lies ahead and to
continuing themission of NABMW: preserving our legacy, empowering one another, and shaping a
brighter futuretogether.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK MILITARY WOMEN ORLANDO CHAPTER I

CELEBRATES ONE YEAR ANNIVERSA RY

Apr il 26, 2025, m dinstlareniders@y, theanmedtiog washhalgat ther Ainarican
Legion Post 331, 4325 Fairmont Avenue, Orlando, FL. The chapter voted on the nominated members
for officer positions. Members were also able to vote via zoom.

The anniversary celebration luncheon was held at The Hampton Social, 9101 International Drive,
Orlando Florida.

SIX TRIPLE EIGHT RECEIVES THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL

usmint.gov/learn/coirand-medatprograms/medals
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April 30, 2025, the 6888 Central Postal Directory Battalion was awarded the Congressional Gold
Medalit he nati onds h-iingatagmstion ottheir extrabrdimary $ervineaduring World
War Il. The medal was presented to the family of unit commander Lieutenant COlaréy Adams,
with more than 300 famylmemberof the Six Triple Eight in attendance.

National President Dr. Annette Tucker Osbonae the privilege of attending the ceremony held at

u.S. Capital I n honor of the fASix Triplet Eight
Gold Medalto the children of Lieutenant Colonel Charity Adams EarleyMorStanley Earley, 1l

and daughter Judith Earléy be among over three hundred family members of the women of thé 6888
Post Directory Battaliorin attendance waBast Presideabf NABMW COL (Ret)Stephanie Dawson,

andLTC (R) Patrica Jacken-Kelley, along with LTC (RetBlossom Ferguson, Catherine LaPorte

Public Affairs Officer U.S. Army NYC Recruiting Battalioand Suzanne Walker LTC (Retired) DMV
Chapter member.
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WELCOME
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U.S. MEMORIAL WERETH

https://wereth.org

On May 17, 2025NABMW President Dr. Annette Tucker Osborm&d the honor and privilege of
being a part of the 81IMemorial ceremony ifBelgium to serve as a speaker representing the National
Association of Black Military Women.

Eleven African American Soldiers served their country with valor and dignity during WWII. Theirs is a
narrative of courage and sacrifice, one that deserves to be honored and remembered. During a world
engulfed in the flames of war, these soldiers answiiedall to duty despite facing discrimination and
segregation at home. They represented the best of the United States of America.
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On May 20, 2025, National Association of Black Military Women BrooKDjrapter hosted an

amazing Spring Dance for over 100 guests. The night was a celebration of military sisterhood as a fun
time with family and friend was had by alllThe chapter also celebrated both Vice President Melissa
Jones and Commander Wil |l i e BwasheldatthebAmeriban kegidnd ay .
Hall, 1130. E. 9% St. Brooklyn, NY 11236 from 8PAAM.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK MILITARY WOMEN BROOKLYN CHAPTER
SUPPORTS WOMEN VETERANS

Rain or shine Brooklyn Chapter supports Member Michelle Wilgbawas honored among other
women veterans at the Womends Veterans Recognit

Michelle!!




MJHS Vet-to-V e t Caf ®06

MMJHS

Caring every minute, every day.

MJHS presented a conver s atandhe powdr ofaommonigyoreMag ns 6 N
28, 2025, via Hybrid event from 11:00&ak2:30pm EST. From the Office of Congressman Hakeem

Jeffries, NY Green & Gold Congressional Aide Jonah Warnenaderated the session alongside

MJHS Veterans Program Manager. Dr. Anhie&Suggs, President, NABMW Brooklyn Chapter gave a
powerful presentation of our moral obligations to provide mental health services to our veterans. She
discusses how community is a vital paircare. CEO Black Veterans for Social Justice Wendy

McClinton, also served as a presenter.

NAACP L AKELAND BRANCH MEMORIAL DAY

The NAACP Lakeland Branch held its annual Memorial Day Program on Saturday, Ma3025, at
10 a.m. at the Veteran Memorial Park, Lakeland, Florida. The event was organized by the NAACP
Lakeland Branch Armed Services Veterans Affairs Committee in honor of fallen service members. This

A

year sd guest speaker w&alond(Retired, Presdent, Blatidhalc k er Os b
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Association of Black Military WomerAtlanta Chapter members flew dovier support!! Thank you
Sabrina Bradley and Yvonne Barratp pr ecil'lat e yaol |
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\ Dedicated November 11, 2017
1\ “hanks to the support ofr
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& NOLA Presidentwins Volunteer of the Year Award

NABMW NOLA Chapter President Belinda Hill woviolunteer of the Year Award and NABMW
NOLA Chapter Vice President Kimberly Cureaux won Veteran of the Year Award at the DAV LA
State Convention May 202&ongratulations!
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